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Docket No. AB^034A5U2A 

Amendments to and Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Claim 1-7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (currently amended): An Insertion tool for use In Inserting an electrode Into a cochlea 
of a user, the electrode comprising a cochlear electrode array formed on an elongate flexible 
member having a longitudinal lumen passing therethrough, the longitudinal lumen being closed 
at its distal end, the insertion tool rsnmprislng: . 

a hand-held implantation tool having a body and a barrel, wherein the body has 
the approximate sire and shape of a pen or pencil; 

a protruding, extendable and retractable stylet wire passing through the barrel; 

a slidable tab along one edge of the body of the tool, the tab being connected to 
the stylet wire, wherein imparting a eliding movement to the tab causes the stylet wire to extend .- 
out of the barrel or retract Into the barrel; 

a guiding tube adapted to fit snugly on a distal tip of the barrel, the guiding tube 
havin g a distal end adapted to hold a proximal end of the electrode array, as the inse rtion of the 
electrode array into the cochlea commences: 

wherein Lhe banel uf Ihe insertion tool includes a bend in order to facilitate 
guiding the stvlet wire into a left or riant cochlea: and further wherein the barrel of the insertion 
tool is attached to the body of the insertion tool through a swiveLconnection. w herein the barrel 
mav be rotated bv wav of the swivel connection relative to the hnriv of the inser tion tnol in order 
to facilitate insertions of a stvlet wire, with the electrode arra v threaded thereon. Into either a left 
or a right cochlea: 

wherein the lumen of the electrode array is adapted to be threaded onto the 
stylet wire prior to inserting the electrode array into the cochlea, and wherein the stylet wire is 
extended as the electrode array is inserted into a cochlea, and wherein the atytet wire is 
retracted from the electrode array once the electrode array has been inserted to a desired depth 
within the cochlea. 
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Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The Insertion tool of Claim 8 9 wherein the electrode array 
Includes an offset portion at its proximal end where a lead attaches to the electrode array. 

Claim 11 (original): The insertion tool of Claim 10 wherein the guiding tube includes a slot 
along one edge thereof adapted to receive the offset portion of the electrode array. 

Claim 12 (original): The insertion tool of Claim 11 wherein the slot of the guiding tube holds the 
offoet portion of the electrode array for the first 2-4mm of insertion of the olectrode array away 
into the cochlea. 

Claim 13 (canceled): 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (original): A method for inserting a cochlear electrode into the cochlea of a patient, 
the cochlear electrode comprising a cochlear electrode array formed on an elongate flexible 
member having a longitudinal lumen passing therethrough, the lumen channel being closed at 
its distal end; the method comprising: 

(a) inserting the electrode array into a sheath; 

(b) while holding the sheath in one hand, inserting a flexible stylet wire into the 
lumen of the cochlear electrodo until a distal tip of the stylet wire engages the closed distal end 
of the lumen channel; 

(c) while holding the stylet wire, removing the sheath from the electrode array, 

(d) positioning a distal end of the cochlear electrode within an opening of the 
cochlea so that the electrode array is closest to a modlolar wall of the cochlea; 

(e) extending the stylet wire forward a prescribed distance thereby pushing the 
cochlear electrode into the cochlea a distance equal to the prescribed distance; and 

(f) removing the stylet wire. 

Application No. 10/635,768 

Amendment A dated November 9, 2004 Page 4 of G 

Reply to Office Action dated August 1 1 , 2004 



PAGE 4I6 * RCVD AT 1 1(9/2004 10:28:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTWFXRF-1I0 * DNIS:8729306 * CS!D:7607889629 * DURATION (mm-ss):0M0 



11/09/2084 19:24 7607889S29 BRYANTGOLD PAGE 



Docket No. AB-034A5U2A 



Claim 16 (original): The method of Claim 15 further including 

guiding the stylet wire through a guiding tube prior to inserting it into the lumen of 
the cochlear electrode; 

inserting a proximal end of the electrode array into the a distal end of the guiding 
tube, the guiding tube serving the function of holding the electrode array as the eleotrode array 
is inserted into the cochlea. 
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